yg                               DRAMA
and I have learned from people that she stroogjy
condemns the company who visit here,
DORINE. An admirable pattern indeed, and
she is very good, this kdy! It is true that she lives
very austerely; but age has put this ardent zeal
into her breast; people know that she is a prude
against her own will. She enjoyed her advantages
well enough as long as she was capable of attract-
ing attentions; but, seeing the lustre of her eyes
become somewhat dim, she renounces the world
which is renouncing her, and conceals under the
pompous cloak of lofty wisdom, the decay of her
worn-out charms. These are the vicissitudes of
coquettes in our time. They find it hard to see
their admirers desert them* Thus forsaken, their
gloomy anxiety sees no other resource but that
ef prudery; and the severity of these good women
censures everything and pardons nothing. Loudly
Aey blame everyone's life, not through charity,
but through envy, whfch cannot bear another to
enjof these pleasures for wljtch their age gives
tbeoa no longer a relish,
MADAME PERNELLE [to ELMIRE]* These are
cock-and-bull stories, made to please you, daugh-
ter-in-law. One is obliged to keep silence here,
far Madam keeps the ball rolling all day. But I
also will have my say in my turn. I tell you that
wy son has never done anything more sensible
tba* in receiving this devout personage m Itis
5; d*at Heaven itself, ia time of need, has